Athanasius – Contra Mundum
I. __________________ was born in AD 298 in Egypt and became the bishop of Alexandria on June 8, 328 at the age of 30.  The people of Egypt viewed him as their bishop until he died on May 2, 373 at the age of 75.
A. _____________ of his 45 years as bishop were spent in exile.
B. This single-minded love for Jesus Christ expressed itself in a lifelong _________ to explain and defend Christ’s deity and to worship Christ as Lord and God.  This is what Athanasius is best known for.  There were times when it seemed the whole world had abandoned orthodoxy.  That is why the phrase “Athanasius contra Mundum” (against the world) arose.  He stood steadfast against overwhelming defection from orthodoxy, and only at the end of his life could he see the dawn of triumph.
C. R.P.C. Hanson wrote, “There was not as yet any orthodox doctrine [of the Trinity], for if there had been, the controversy could hardly have lasted sixty years before resolution.”  The sixty years he has in mind is the time between the Council of Nicaea in 325 and the Council of Constantinople in 381.  The Council of Nicaea established the battle lines and staked out the deity of Christ, and the Council of Constantinople confirmed and refined the Nicene Creed.  The sixty years between was war over whether the Nicene formulation would stand and become “____________.”
D. Athanasius was a little over ___ when the controversy broke out—over ___ years younger than Arius (a lesson in how the younger generation may be more biblically faithful than the older).  Athanasius was in the service of Alexander the bishop of Alexandria.
E. Athanasius was brought up, from the first, in ________ ___________ and practices, after a brief study of literature and philosophy, so that he might not be utterly unskilled in such subjects, or ignorant of matters which he had determined to despise.  For his generous and eager soul could not brook being occupied in vanities, like unskilled athletes, who beat the air instead of their antagonists and lose the prize.  From meditating on every book of the Old and New Testament, with a depth such as none else has applied even to one of them, he grew rich in contemplation, rich in splendor of life.

F. Athanasius’ contribution to the theology of the Trinity can scarcely be overestimated…He turned discussion away from philosophical speculation and back to a ___________ and theological basis.
G. When Athanasius’ mentor, Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria died, April 17, 328, three years after the Council of Nicaea, the mantel of Egypt and of the cause of orthodoxy fell to Athanasius.  He was ordained as Bishop June 8 that year.  This see was the second in ___________________ after Rome.  It had jurisdiction over all the bishops of Egypt and Libya.  Under Athanasius Arianism died out entirely in Egypt; and from Egypt Athanasius wielded his Empire-wide influence in the battle for the deity of Christ.
H. One in particular captured Athanasius’ attention, affection, and admiration: ____________.  He was born in 251.  At 20 he sold all his possessions and moved to the desert but served the poor nearby.  At 35 he withdrew for 20 years into total solitude and no one knew if he were alive or dead.  Then at 55 he returned and ministered to the monks and the people who came to him for prayer and counsel in the desert until he died at 105.  Athanasius wrote the biography of Antony.  This was Athanasius’ ideal, the combination of solitude and compassion on the poor based on rock-solid orthodoxy.
I. The First Exile of Athanasius (_____-_____)
J. The Second Exile of Athanasius (_____-_____)
K. The Third Exile of Athanasius (____-____)
L. The Fourth Exile of Athanasius (____-____)
M. The Fifth Exile of Athanasius (____-____)
