The Biblical view of history is teleological; that is, it is working towards a purpose.  The purpose is to glorify God.

Outline

I. Ancient Period – Time of Christ until Gregory I (590 A.D.)

A. Apostolic Church (Directly administered by the Apostles or their predecessors; until A.D. 100)

B. Sub–Apostolic Period (100 – 170 A.D.) 

C. Ante–Nicene Period (170 – 325 A.D.)

D. Post–Nicene Period (325 – 590 A.D.)  Controlled primarily by Arians

II. Medieval Period (590 – 1517 A.D.)  Ending with Martin Luther

A. 590 – 800 A.D. Charlemagne made Holy Roman Emperor

B. 800 – 1073 A.D. Holy Roman Empire to Hildebrand

C. 1073 – 1294 Rise of the Papacy and the rise of scholasticism with Aquinas

D. 1294 – 1517 Decline of the Papacy and scholasticism

III. Reformation Period 1517 A.D.

A. Early Reformers Luther, Calvin – also the Counter-Reformation and the Council of Trent, Radical Reformation with the Anabaptists

IV. Modern Period from 17th Century up to the present

V. God’s actions among the Jews:

VI. God’s actions in the pagan world 

VII. Two presuppositions about God’s preparation for the church:

A. Salvation in the OT belonged ____________________

B. The purpose of all that God did among the Jews was to ____________________________________________

VIII. The Greeks didn’t like the Jews for four reasons:

A. The Greeks thought that the Jews _________________

B. The Greeks didn’t like __________________________

C. The Greeks didn’t like __________________________

D. The Greeks regarded the Jews as __________________

IX. The Jews responded in two ways:

A. They developed _______________________________

B. They assimilated Plato for the OT through __________ _____________________________________________

X. The Romans granted a lot of religious liberty to the Jews.  They tried to preserve Judaism by letting it be somewhat self ruling.

XI. God’s preparations for the pagan world:

A. The Jews had been __________________ into the four corners of the ancient world and with that there was an exposure, however minor, to Moses and the Law of the Hebrews or the Torah.

B. Greek _________________tried to explain the universe by replacing God with ideas, numbers, fire, water, but there was no unity.  

C. Greek language is an unusually ___________ language.  It was spread throughout the ancient world by Alexander the Great so that there was a united language of the ancient world.

D. The Jews had translated the Hebrew OT into the common ___________ language.  This translation came to be known as the Septuagint which in Greek means 70 because tradition had it that 72 Rabbis helped translate the text.

E. Rome conquered by the sword and ruled by _______ as opposed to the Greeks who tried to _________ with and _____________ other cultures

F. Because Rome ruled by law it brought about a _______ ____________ or Pax Romana.

G. Rome built ________________ leading to every corner of their empire making travel very easy.

H. This was beneficial to the spread of the gospel.  Paul used the trade routes to spread the gospel.  The trade routes tended to be safe because Roman soldiers patrolled the roads.
XII. There were three distinct periods to Christ’s ministry:

A. The first was about one year long.  Centered in ___________________.

B. The second was when he left Jerusalem and went into _____________________ and taught the kingdom.  He appointed the Apostles there.  He first taught them that he would be crucified.

C. The third period was at the ______ when Christ set his face towards Jerusalem.  This phase lasted approximately ________________.  Then he was killed and rose from the dead. 
XIII. Initially, there were 3 churches that rose to prominence in the first century:

A. The church in _________________________________

B. The church in _________________________________

C. The church in _________________________________

XIV. In the sub-Apostolic era 3 more churches rose in importance within Christendom:

A. The church in _________________________________

B. The church in _________________________________

C. The church in _________________________________

XV. The church became notorious at this time for three reasons:

A. _____________________________________________

B. _____________________________________________

C. _____________________________________________

D. The result of all of this was persecution.

E. The persecution was intended to persecute the leaders of the Christian sect.

Next week – the Apostolic Fathers (not the Apostles!)

For more info check out the following link:

http://www.monergism.com/early_church_fathers.php
Recommended Reading: I Clement – This first epistle of Clement to the Corinthians.
The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians(1) 
Chapter I.-The Salutation Praise of the Corinthians Before the Breaking Forth of Schism Among Them. 

The church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the church of God sojourning at Corinth, to them that are called and sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, from Almighty God through Jesus Christ, be multiplied. 

Owing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive calamitous events(2) which have happened to ourselves, we feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our attention to the points respecting which you consulted us; and especially to that shameful and detestable sedition, utterly abhorrent to the elect of God, which a few rash and self-confident persons have kindled to such a pitch of frenzy, that your venerable and illustrious name, worthy to be universally loved, has suffered grievous injury.(3) For who ever dwelt even for a short time among you, and did not find your faith to be as fruitful of virtue as it was firmly established?(4) Who did not admire the sobriety and moderation of your godliness in Christ? Who did not proclaim the magnificence of your habitual hospitality? And who did not rejoice over your perfect and well-grounded knowledge? For ye did all things without respect of persons, and walked m the commandments of God, being obedient to those who had the rule over you, and giving all fitting honour to the presbyters among you. Ye enjoined young men to be of a sober and serious mind, ye instructed your wives to do all things With a blameless, becoming, and pure conscience, loving their husbands as in duty bound; and ye taught them that, living in the rule of obedience, they should manage their household affairs becomingly, and be in every respect marked by discretion. 

Chapter II.-Praise of the Corinthians Continued. 

Moreover, ye were all distinguished by humility, and were in no respect puffed up with pride, but yielded obedience rather than extorted it,(5) and were more willing to give than to receive.(6) Content with the provision which God(7) had made for you, and carefully attending to His words, ye were inwardly filled(8) with His doctrine, and His sufferings were before your eyes. Thus a profound and abundant peace was given to you all, and ye had an insatiable desire for doing good, while a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was upon you all. Full of holy designs, ye did, with true earnestness of mind and a godly confidence, stretch forth your hands to God Almighty, beseeching Him to be merciful unto you, if ye had been guilty of any involuntary transgression. Day and night ye were anxious for the whole brotherhood,(9) that the number of God's elect might be saved with mercy(10) and a good conscience.(11) Ye were sincere and uncorrupted, and forgetful of injuries between one another. Every kind of faction and schism was abominable in your sight. Ye mourned over the transgressions of your neighbours: their deficiencies you deemed your own. Ye never grudged any act of kindness, being "ready to every good work."(12) Adorned by a thoroughly virtuous and religious life, ye did all things in the fear of God. The commandments and ordinances of the Lord were written upon the tablets of your hearts.(13) 

Chapter III.-The Sad State of the Corinthian Church After Sedition Arose in It from Envy and Emulation. 

Every kind of honour and happiness(14) was bestowed upon you, and then was fulfilled that which is written, "My beloved did eat and drink, and was enlarged and became fat, and kicked."(15) Hence flowed emulation and envy, strife and sedition, persecution and disorder, war and captivity. So the worthless rose up against the honoured, those of no reputation against such as were renowned, the foolish against the wise, the young against those advanced in years. For this reason righteousness and peace are now far departed from you, inasmuch as every one abandons the fear of God, and is become blind in His faith,(16) neither walks in the ordinances of His appointment, nor acts a part becoming a Christian,(17) but walks after his own wicked lusts, resuming the practice of an unrighteous and ungodly envy, by which death itself entered into the world.(18) 

Chapter IV.-Many Evils Have Already Flowed from This Source in Ancient Times. 

For thus it is written: "And it came to pass after certain days, that Cain brought of the fruits of the earth a sacrifice unto God; and Abel also brought of the firstlings of his sheep, and of the fat thereof. And God had respect to Abel and to his offerings, but Cain and his sacrifices He did not regard. And Cain was deeply grieved, and his countenance fell. And God said to Cain, Why art thou grieved, and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou offerest rightly, but dost not divide rightly, hast thou not sinned? Be at peace: thine offering returns to thyself, and thou shalt again possess it. And Cain said to Abel his brother, Let us go into the field. And it came to pass, while they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him."(19) Ye see, brethren, how envy and jealousy led to the murder of a brother. Through envy, also, our father Jacob fled from the face of Esau his brother.(20) Envy made Joseph be persecuted unto death, and to come into bondage.(21) Envy compelled Moses to flee from the face of Pharaoh king of Egypt, when he heard these words from his fellow-countryman, "Who made thee a judge or a ruler over us? Wilt thou kill me, as thou didst kill the Egyptian yesterday? "(22) On account of envy, Aaron and Miriam had to make their abode without the camp.(23) Envy brought down Dathan and Abiram alive to Hades, through the sedition which they excited against God's servant Moses.(24) Through envy, David not only underwent the hatred of foreigners, but was also persecuted by Saul king of Israel.(25) 

Chapter V.-No Less Evils Have Arisen from the Same Source in the Most Recent Times. The Martyrdom of Peter and Paul. 

But not to dwell upon ancient examples, let us come to the most recent spiritual heroes.(26) Let us take the noble examples furnished in our own generation Through envy(27) and jealousy thegreatest and most righteous pillars [of the church] have been persecuted and put to death.(28) Let us set before our eyes the illustrious(29) apostles. Peter, through unrighteous envy, endured not one or two, but numerous labours; and when he had at length suffered martyrdom, departed to the place of glory due to him. Owing to envy, Paul also obtained(30) the reward of patient endurance, after being seven times thrown into captivity,(31) compelled(32) to flee, and stoned. After preaching both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious reputation due to his faith, having taught righteousness(33) to the whole world, and come to the extreme limit of the west,(34) and suffered martyrdom under the prefects.(35) Thus was he removed from the world, and went into the holy place, having proved himself a striking example of patience. 

Chapter VI.-Continuation. Several Other Martyrs. 

To these men who spent their lives in the practice of holiness, there is to be added a great multitude of the elect, who, having through envy endured many indignities and tortures, furnished us with a most excellent example. Through envy, those women, the Danaids(36) and Dircae, being persecuted, after they had suffered terrible and unspeakable torments, finished the course of their faith with stedfastness,(37) and though weak in body, received a noble reward. Envy has alienated wives from their husbands, and changed that saying of our father Adam, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh."(38) Envy and strife have overthrown(39) great cities, and rooted up mighty nations. 

Chapter VII.-An Exhortation to Repentance. 

These things, beloved, we write unto you, not merely to admonish you of your duty, but also to remind ourselves. For we are struggling on the same arena, and the same conflict is assigned to both of us. Wherefore let us give up vain and fruitless cares, and approach to the glorious and venerable rule of our holy calling.(40) Let us attend to what is good, pleasing, and acceptable in the sight of Him who formed us. Let us look stedfastly to the blood of Christ, and see how precious that blood is to God(41) which, having been shed for our salvation, has set the grace of repentance before the whole world.(42) Let us turn to(43) every age that has passed, and learn that, from generation to generation, the Lord has granted a place of repentance to all such as would be converted unto Him. Noah preached repentance, and as many as listened to him were saved.(44) Jonah proclaimed destruction to the Ninevites;(45) but they, repenting of their sins, propitiated God by prayer, and obtained salvation, although they were aliens [to the covenant] of God. 

Chapter VIII.-Continuation Respecting Repentance. 

The ministers of the grace of God have, by the Holy Spirit, spoken of repentance; and the Lord of all things has himself declared with an oath regarding it, "As I live, saith the Lord, I desire not the death of the sinner, but rather his repentance; "(46) adding, moreover, this gracious declaration, "Repent, O house of Israel, of your iniquity."(47) Say to the children of my people, Though your sins reach from earth to heaven, and though they be redder(48) than scarlet, and blacker than sack-cloth, yet if ye turn to me with your whole heart, and say, Father! I will listen to you, as to a holy(49) people. And in another place He speaks thus: "Wash you and become clean; put away the wickedness of your souls from before mine eyes; cease from your evil ways, and learn to do well; seek out judgment, deliver the oppressed, judge the fatherless, and see that justice is done to the widow; and come, and let us reason together. He declares, Though your sins be like crimson, I will make them white as snow; though they be like scarlet, I will whiten them like wool. And if ye be willing and obey me, ye shall eat the good of the land; but if ye refuse, and will not hearken unto me, the sword shall devour you, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken these things."(50) Desiring, therefore, that all His beloved should be partakers of repentance, He has, by His almighty will, established [these declarations]. 

Chapter IX.-Examples of the Saints. 

Wherefore, let us yield obedience to His excellent and glorious will; and imploring His mercy and loving-kindness, while we forsake all fruitless labours(51) and strife, and envy, which leads to death, let us turn and have recourse to His compassions. Let us stedfastly contemplate those who have perfectly ministered to his excellent glory. Let us take (for instance) Enoch, who, being found righteous in obedience, was translated, and death was never known to happen to him.(52) Noah, being found faithful, preached regeneration to the world through his ministry; and the Lord saved by him the animals which, with one accord, entered into the ark. 

Chapter X.-Continuation of the Above. 

Abraham, styled "the friend,"(53) was found faithful, inasmuch as he rendered obedience to the words of God. He, in the exercise of obedience, went out from his own country, and from his kindred, and from his father's house, in order that, by forsaking a small territory, and a weak family, and an insignificant house, he might inherit the promises of God. For God said to him, "Get thee out from thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, into the land which I shall show thee. And I will make thee a great nation, and will bless thee, and make thy name great, and thou shalt be blessed. And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee; and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed."(54) And again, on his departing from Lot, God said to him, "Lift up thine eyes, and look from the place where thou now art, northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward; for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, [so that] if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered."(55) And again [the Scripture] saith, "God brought forth Abram, and spake unto him, Look up now to heaven, and count the stars if thou be able to number them; so shall thy seed be. And Abram believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness."(56) On account of his faith and hospitality, a son was given him in his old age; and in the exercise of obedience, he offered him as a sacrifice to God on one of the mountains which He showed him.(57) 

Chapter XI.-Continuation. Lot. 

On account of his hospitality and godliness, Lot was saved out of Sodom when all the country round was punished by means of fire and brimstone, the Lord thus making it manifest that He does not forsake those that hope in Him, but gives up such as depart from Him to punishment and torture.(58) For Lot's wife, who went forth with him, being of a different mind from himself, and not continuing in agreement with him [as to the command which had been given them], was made an example of, so as to be a pillar of salt unto this day.(59) This was done that all might know that those who are of a double mind, and who distrust the power of God, bring down judgment on themselves(60) and become a sign to all succeeding generations. 

Chapter XII.-The Rewards of Faith and Hospitality. Rahab. 

On account of her faith and hospitality, Rahab the harlot was saved. For when spies were sent by Joshua, the son of Nun, to Jericho, the king of the country ascertained that they were come to spy out their land, and sent men to seize them, in order that, when taken, they might be put to death. But the hospitable Rahab receiving them, concealed them on the roof of her house under some stalks of flax. And when the men sent by the king arrived and said, "There came men unto thee who are to spy out our land; bring them forth, for so the king commands" she answered them, "The two men whom ye seek came unto me, but quickly departed again and are gone," thus not discovering the spies to them. Then she said to the men, "I know assuredly that the Lord your God hath given you this city, for the fear and dread of you have fallen on its inhabitants. When therefore ye shall have taken it, keep ye me and the house of my father in safety." And they said to her, "It shall be as thou hast spoken to us. As soon, therefore, as thou knowest that we are at hand, thou shalt gather all thy family under thy roof, and they shall be preserved, but all that are found outside of thy dwelling shall perish."(61) Moreover, they gave her a sign to this effect, that she should hang forth from her house a scarlet thread. And thus they made it manifest that redemption should flow through the blood of the Lord to all them that believe and hope in God.(62) Ye see, beloved, that there was not only faith, but prophecy, in this woman. 

Chapter XIII.-An Exhortation to Humility. 

Let us therefore, brethren, be of humble mind, laying aside all haughtiness, and pride, and foolishness, and angry feelings; and let us act according to that which is written (for the Holy Spirit saith, "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, neither let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him that glorieth glory in the Lord, in diligently seeking Him, and doing judgment and righteousness"(63) ), being especially mindful of the words of the Lord Jesus which He spake teaching us meekness and long-suffering. For thus He spoke: "Be ye merciful, that ye may obtain mercy; forgive, that it may be forgiven to you; as ye do, so shall it be done unto you; as ye judge, so shall ye be judged; as ye are kind, so shall kindness be shown to you; with what measure ye mete, with the same it shall be measured to you."(64) By this precept and by these rules let us stablish ourselves, that we walk with all humility in obedience to His holy words. For the holy word saith, "On whom shall I look, but on him that is meek and peaceable, and that trembleth at my words? "(65) 

Chapter XIV.-We Should Obey God Rather Than the Authors of Sedition. 

It is right and holy therefore, men and brethren, rather to obey God than to follow those who, through pride and sedition, have become the leaders of a detestable emulation. For we shall incur no slight injury, but rather great danger, if we rashly yield ourselves to the inclinations of men who aim at exciting strife and tumults,(66) so as to draw us away from what is good. Let us be kind one to another after the pattern of the tender mercy and benignity of our Creator. For it is written, "The kind-hearted shall inhabit the land, and the guiltless shall be left upon it, but transgressors shall be destroyed from off the face of it."(67) And again [the Scripture] saith, "I saw the ungodly highly exalted, and lifted up like the cedars of Lebanon: I passed by, and, behold, he was not; and I diligently sought his place, and could not find it. Preserve innocence, and look on equity: for there shall be a remnant to the peaceable man.(68) 

Chapter XV.-We Must Adhere to Those Who Cultivate Peace, Not to Those Who Merely Pretend to Do So. 

Let us cleave, therefore, to those who cultivate peace with godliness, and not to those who hypocritically profess to desire it. For [the Scripture] saith in a certain place, "This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me."(69) And again: "They bless with their mouth, but curse with their heart."(70) And again it saith, "They loved Him with their month, and lied(71) to Him with their tongue; but their heart was not right with Him, neither were they faithful in His covenant."(72) "Let the deceitful lips become silent,(73) [and "let the Lord destroy all the lying lips,(74) ] and the boastful tongue of those who have said, Let us magnify our tongue: our lips are our own; who is lord over us? For the oppression of the poor, and for the sighing of the needy, will I now arise, saith the Lord: I will place him in safety; I will deal confidently with him."(75) 


FOOTNOTES: 

1. According to I, the title is "Clement's (Epistle) to the Corinthians." A includes in a Table of Contents of the New Testament after the Apocalypse: "Clement's Epistle I." "Clement's Epistle II." The space for the title for the 1st Epistle is mutilated, and we find only ".... Corinthians I.;"the 2d Epistle has no title. On the authority of Eusebius, Jerome, Georgius Syncellus, the earlier editions give the titles, "First Epistle of Saint Clement, Bishop of Rome, to the Corinthians, written in name of the Church of Rome," "Second Epistle of Saint Clement, Bishop of Rome, to the Corinthians." 

2. I, peristaseiv (critical experiences). 

3. Literally "is greatly blasphemed." 

4. Literally, "did not prove your all-virtuous and firm faith." 

5. Eph. v. 21; 1 Pet. v. 5. 

6. Acts xx. 35. 

7. I. cristou (Christ). In the monophysite controversy, the theologians of Alexandria preferred to call the Lord "God" rather than " Christ." 

8. Literally, "ye embraced it in your bowels." 

9. 1 Pet. ii. 17. 

10. I. deouv (fear). 

11. So in the MS., but many have suspected that the text is here corrupt. Perhaps the best emendation is that which substitutes sunaiqhsews "compassion," for suneidhsewv"conscience." 

12. Tit. iii. 1. 

13. Prov. vii. 3. 

14. Literally, "enlargement." 

15. Deut. xxxii. 15. 

16. It seems necesary to refer autou to God, in opposition to the translation given by Abp. Wake and others. 

17. Literally, "Christ;" comp. 2 Cor. i. 21; Eph. iv. 20. 

18. Wisd. ii. 24. 

19. Gen. iv. 3-8. The writer here, as always, follows the reading of the Septuagint, which in this passage both alters and adds to the Hebrew text. We have given the rendering approved by the best critics; but some prefer to translate, as in our English version, "unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him."see, for an ancient explanation of the passage, Iren[ae]us, Adv. H[ae]r., iv. 18, 3. 

20. Gen. xxvii. 41, etc. 

21. Gen xxxvii 

22. Ex. ii. 14. 

23. Num. xii. 14. 15. 

24. Num. xvi. 33. 

25. 1 Kings xviii. 8, etc. 

26. Literally", "those who have been athletes." 

27. I. erin (strife). 

28. I. ewv anatou hqlhsan (contended unto death). 

29. Literally "good." 

30. I. edeixen (displayed). 

31. Seven imprisonments of St. Paul are not referred to in Scripture. 

32. I. fugadeuqeis (having become a fugitive). Archbishop Wake here reads "scourged." We have followed the most recent critics in filling up the numerous lacun[ae] in this chapter. 

33. I. punctuates labe dikaiosunhn, (received righteousness, having taught). 

34. Some think Rome, others Spain, and others even Britain, to be here referred to. 

35. That is, under Tigellinus and Sabinus, in the last year of the Emperor Nero; but some think Helius and Polycletus referred to; and others, both here and in the preceding sentence, regard the words as denoting simply the witness borne by Peter and Paul to the truth of the gospel before the rulers of the earth. 

36. Some suppose these to have been the names of two eminent female martyrs under Nero; others regard the clause as an interpolation. 

37. Literally, "have reached to the stedfast course of faith." 

38. Gen. ii. 23. 

39. I. kateskayen (razed to the ground). 

40. I. hv paradosewv hmwn (of our tradition). 

41. I. w patri autou tw qew (to His Father God). 

42. I. ephnegken (conferred). 

43. I. dielqwmen (traverse, trace). 

44. Gen. vii.; I Pet. iii. 20; 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

45. Jonah iii 

46. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

47. Ezek. xviii. 30. 

48. Comp. Isa. i. 18. 

49. These words are not found in Scripture, though they are quoted again by Clem. Alex. (P[ae]dag. i. 10) as from Ezekiel. 

50. Isa. i. 16-20. 

51. Some read mataiolohgian, vain talk. 

52. Gen. v. 24; Heb. xi. 5. Literally, "and his death was not found." 

53. Isa. xll. 8; 2 Chron. xx. 7; Judith vii. 19; James ii. 23. 

54. Gen. xii. 1-3. 

55. Gen. xiii. 14-16. 

56. Gen. xv. 5, 6; Rom. iv. 3. 

57. Gen. xii. 22; Heb. xi. 17. 

58. Gen xix ; comp 2 Pet ii. 6-9. 

59. So Joseph., Antiq., i. 11. 4; Iren[ae]us, Adv. Hoer., iv. 31. 

60. Literally, "become a judgment and sign." 

61. Josh ii ; Heb xi. 31. 

62. Others of the fathers adopt the same allegorical interpretation, e. g., Justin Mar., Dial. c. Tryph., n. 111; Iren[ae]us, Adv. H[ae]r., iv.20. 

63. Jer. ix. 23, 24; 1 Cor. i. 31; 2 Cor. x. 17. 

64. Comp. Matt. vi. 12-15, vii, 2; Luke vi. 36-38. 

65. Isa. lxvi. 2. 

66. I. iv aireseiv (sects). 

67. Prov. ii. 21, 22. 

68. Ps. xxxvii. 35-37. "Remnant" probably refers either to the memory or posterity of the righteous. 

69. Isa. xxix. 13; Matt. xv. 8; Mark vii. 6. 

70. Ps. lxii. 4. 

71. I. eyexan (blamed). 

