Soaring Oaks Presbyterian Church: Adult Bible Study Questions for 12/24/2006
Colossians 1:24-29

Start by reading the whole passage.

1. Reread Colossians 1:24.

(8) Why do you think Paul said, “I rgoicein my sufferingsfor your sake.” ? If you find it
hard to answer thisquestion, consider thisclue: In what way were the Colossiansa
blessing to Paul in contrast to hissorrow over hisown people, the Jews? [Read
Romans 9:1-3 concer ning Jewish re ection of the gospel Paul preached.]

Paul’s " sufferings’ refer to the many difficulties he accepted and endured for the sake of
the gospel ministry to which hewas called. These hardships were manifold. If you Have
never read of them, take a quick look at a summary Paul givesin 2 Corinthians 11:25-29.
Tothe Colossians, Paul saysthese sufferingsare “for your sake” aswell, since salvation
cameto them asaresult of Paul’spreaching in theregion.

Back in Colossians 1:3-4, Paul says he isalways giving thanksto God for them because
they believed theword of God preached to them. Theresponse of faith istreasured by
those who devote time and effort to sharethe God’ strue word with others. Paul speaks
here of thejoy that ishisbecause Christ isglorified in these brothersfrom Colosse. Their
faith and Paul’sjoy arefruits of ministry, so Paul rgoicesin suffering for it.

(b) Thesecond part of verse 24 may sound strange to your ears. What could possibly be
lacking in Chrigt’s perfect atoning sacrifice (his afflictions) for the church? Try to
construct a Biblically sound answer before considering the following ver ses.
Colossians 1:3-8; Romans 10:14-15; Ephesians 1:15-16]

| think Paul means something very smple here. Salvation has been won by Christ alone.
All that remainsfor the Kingdom of God to come upon the elect isthe preaching and the
receiving. | preparea present wrapped and postage paid, what remainsisfor the Post
Officeto carry it to theright place and for the person to open it. Paul isbringing the
message to those to whom God is sending it. The elect will receiveit becauseit isfor
them.

() What are you doing today toward “filling up what islacking in Christ’s afflictions for
the sake of hisbody, the church”?

| help teach the Bible. | declareto othersthe validity of the Bible and peoples’ need to
believein Jesus. Evangelism increasesthe size of the church. Teaching the Bible helps
strengthen the body and multipliesthe number of those calling othersto faith.



2. Reread Colossans 1:25. Paul says he “became a minister according to the stewardship
from God that was given to me for you, to make theword of God fully known.” Read the
following passages that show how Paul was called and received this stewar dship to
minister God’sword, the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. [Acts 9:1-16; Acts 22:17-21,
Galatians 1:11 - 2:3]

(a) What was new or especially encouraging to you in these passages?

Acts9:1-16: God does not rebuke Ananias, who was wise to make sure he had heard God
correctly. Also, | find it very encouraging and comforting to know how active God isin
ensuring Hisword is preached to the nationsfar and wide, which included me.

Acts22:17-21: Wheredoorsare closed or heartsare hard, God often opens other doors
and sends usto other heartswhere our laborsin and for him will be fruitful.

Galatians 1:11 — 2:9: The gospel Paul preached was affirmed by the Apostles who had
been with Jesus (and by James, the brother of Jesus). Paul was not a maverick, hewas
mainstream. Because Paul listened to the same God the Apostles knew, they were all
drawn together in the fellowship of faith and ministry in one accord. That isawonderful
pattern for usto follow aswell.

(b) WasPaul’s path to faith in Jesus Christ the“normal” path in hisday? What isthe
normal path thefaith today? | suggest that the normal path today sharesat least one
element with Paul’s personal path. What do you think that might be?

Paul’s path the faith was wonderfully dramatic and uniqueto him in itsdetails. But it was
the same the path followed by every Chrigtian in thisway: whatever it took in our lives,
God did. Heconfronted uswith truth and gave us eyesto see and earsto hear, so we
would be among those who live by faith.

3. Reread Colossians 1:26-27.
(a) Verse 26 can bethe subject of much study asto how and why God kept hidden this
glorious“mystery” of “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Whatever you may know of
this subject, try to captureit in afew (3 to 4) short sentencesto share on Sunday.

My attempt:

Natural man cannot believe God's unbelievable word without God’s spiritual help. God
“hid” thetruth of the savior, hisson, in plain sight, but faith isthe only lensthrough truth
isseen clearly. God’sword has been shrouded in mystery through the ages so human wits
would fail to see what humble faith aloneisfit to behold.

Gal 3:22 But the Scripture declaresthat the whole world isa prisoner of sin, so that what
was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who
believe.



(b) Verse 27 istreasured by many believers. Read Romans 8:9-11; 1 John 5:11-12;
Galatians 2:20; and Colossians 1:11-22. What thanksto God do these words of his
prompt in you this day?

Christ Jesus— Creator, King, and Redeemer —livesin me. Thank you for this guarantee
of glory. Thank you for putting aside the debilitating doubt, the failings of fear, and
showing methevery kindnessthat leads men to repentance.

. Reread Colossians 1:28. Paul speaks of “warning everyone’ and of being “maturein
Chrig”.
(a) How might you “warn” othersin relation to the gospel? [Read also Hebrews 2:1-4.]

The gospdl isto be believed, received in submission toit. Thisisacommand of God, not a
suggestion. Wewho believer are not doing God a favor; we are doing that for which we
were made. Thereisno more dreadful deficiency among men than faithlessness, because
itsend isdestruction and sorrow. Love will warn othersagainst such folly and urge them
toreceive Chrigt for lifeand joy.

(b) Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 and Hebrews 5:11 —6:2. Christian maturity isthefruit of
repentance (turning from evil and to the Lord), learning truth, and applying truth.
What cor por ate practice does Paul rebuke asinfantilein hisfirs letter to the
Corinthians? What spiritual teachings are described as“dementary” in the letter to
the Hebrews? If these elementary teachings cover all or almost all of your
under standing of the Chrigtian life, what will you do to pursue® maturity?”

In 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, Paul rebukesthe body in Corinth for indulging in jealousy and
strife among themselves. He describesthem as“infantsin Christ” not yet ready for solid
spiritual food. | pray first for mysdf, then for our church, and then for saints everywhere
that we will have no part in jealousies and strife. We should know the ministry of
reconciliation within the body of Christ so God will be pleased to send usin his power to
preach it wherever we go.

In Hebrews 5:11 — 6:2, Paul listsas“ elementary” the following spiritual teachings.
(2) repentance from dead works, (2) faith toward God, (3) washings (baptisms), (4) laying
on of hands (leader ship), (5) the resurrection, and (6) eternal judgement.

Paul affirmsthesetruths, but saysthey arefoundational, beginnings not endings, for
mature fruitfulness. The exciting thing about Paul’ steaching isthat thereisso much more
to be discovered and lived in Christ. Let’snot missout on these wonders even aswe
never forget the foundations on which faith stands.



5. Reread Colossans 1:29. Thisverse has humbled many Christians so that the Holy Spirit
began to bear much fruit through them. What do you think isthe key to this
transformation? How do you seeit in relation to your walk with God?

Of course, Paul putsthe key plainly beforeus. The power to live and serveasa Christian
isChrigt’sown power. Wejus studied thetruth that Christ, our hope of glory, livesin us.
He bringswith him all that heis. God’s power to accomplish hiswill isunlimited. How
should we ever again consider God’s calling too hard for usto carry out. It isChrist who
suppliesthe energy and power for hispeopleto do hiswill. Thistruth istransforming. If
we do not embraceit by faith, God isnot likely to do much through uswithin Soaring Oaks
or Elk Grove, much lesstheworld.



