Soaring Oaks Presbyterian Church: Adult Bible Study Questions for 12/17/2006
Colossians 1:15-23

Col 1:15-20 — Heistheimage of the invisble God, thefirstborn over all creation. 16 For by
him all things wer e created: thingsin heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powersor rulersor authorities; all thingswere created by him and for him. 17 Heis
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And heisthe head of the body, the
church; heisthe beginning and thefirstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all hisfullnessdwell in him, 20
and through him to reconcile to himsdf all things, whether thingson earth or thingsin heaven,
by making peace through hisblood, shed on the cross.

NIV

1. Read Colossans 1:15a. Inthe 10 commandments[Exodus 20:1-17], we aretold not to
make any carved image of God. Contrast a carved image to the “image of theinvisible
God” Paul speaksof here, referring to Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:1-4 may help you here.

Ps 115:4-8 — 4 But their idolsare silver and gold, made by the hands of men. 5 They have
mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; 6 they have ears, but cannot hear,
noses, but they cannot smell; 7 they have hands, but cannot fed, feet, but they cannot
walk; nor can they utter a sound with their throats. 8 Those who make them will belike
them, and so will all who trust in them. (NIV)

Carved images are empty imitations—a picture of a house depictsits elegance & beauty,
but it isonly two-dimensional and cannot serve asthe true house serves.

Heb 1:1-3—1n the past God spoketo our forefathersthrough the prophets at many times
and in variousways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son isthe
radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of hisbeing, sustaining all things by
his power ful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty in heaven. (NI1V)

Asthe“image of God,” Jesusisthe exact representation. What God is, Jesusis. What
God contains, Jesus contains. What God has, Jesus has. What God does, Jesusdoes. In
every way that God is God, Jesus being exactly (fully and perfectly) represents God’s
being. [John 5:16-23,26; 8:48-59; 14:9; 16:13-15; L uke 22:66-71; Colossians 1:19]

Conclusion: Jesusis God!

Rom 10:9— That if you confesswith your mouth, " JesusisLord ," and believein your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (NIV)



2. Read Colossans 1:15b-17. Paul saysJesusisthe“firstborn” of all creation, meaning
“preeminent” over all creation, and not meaning that God-the-Son was a created being.
(a) According to these ver ses, what things did Jesus create?

All things were made by Christ

“All things’ —Colossians 1:16

“Theuniversg” encompasses all things—Hebrews 1.2

“Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” —
John 1:1-3,14 (Jesusisthe*him” that made all things)

Both material thingsand spiritual things were made by Chrigt.

thingsin heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible,
thrones, powers, rulers, authorities

(b) Also, what do we learn that Jesus continuesto do with thiscreation?

In Jesus, “all things hold together” — Col 1:17
“[The Son, Jesus, ig] sustaining all things by his power ful word.” Hebrews 1:3

(c) What, if anything, in these ver seswas a new idea to you?

For me, the most unexpected or unfamiliar element in these versesisthat Christ isthe
Creator of things“in heaven” aswell as*on earth.” Paul usestheword “ouranos’ which
means“ sky” and “heaven,” asin the abode of spirit and of God himself. In Genesis1:1,
God created the “ heavens’ (“shamayim”) which indicatesthe lofty placeswhere stars
wer e placed but also the heavenly realms wher e angels and other spiritual beings dwell.
Paul also says Jesus made things “ visible and invisible,” which again points us beyond the
material creation to spiritual thingsand beings. So Jesus created the spiritual sphere
along with the material sphere.

3. Read Colossians 1:18.
(a) What do you learn here about Jesus reationship to the church, to those who will share
in hisresurrection in the last days?

He[Jesus] isthe head of the body, the church.

Heisthefirstborn (preeminent one) from among the dead. — Thisrefersto Jesus
resurrection, which isthe ground of our confident expectation in our resurrection, that he
will raise us up in the fullness of time when the last days appointed by God arrive [John
6:39-40].

(b) How do thesetruthsaffect your confidencein Christ asyour savior and Lord?






4. Read Colossians 1:19-22.
(@) In these ver ses, what did God do in and through Jesus?

Definition: Reconcile—to change from enmity to friendship.

We wer e hisenemies;, we were hostileto God. God undertakes not only to justify us
(count us asrighteous), but to conform usto theimage of hisson (the Lord Jesus Christ).
Thisreconciliation that God accomplishesdraws us near to God, createsin usa new
creaturein Christ, and worksin usa new life such that we will and do what pleases him.

Col 1:19-20 For God was pleased to have all hisfullness dwell in him, 20 and through him
to reconcile to himsdlf all things, whether thingson earth or thingsin heaven, by making
peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

NIV

(b) What do think theword “reconcile’ means?

2 Cor 5:18-21 All thisisfrom God, who reconciled usto himself through Christ and gave
ustheministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himsdf in Chrigt,
not counting men'ssins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassador s, asthough God wer e making his
appeal through us. Weimploreyou on Christ's behalf: Be reconciledto God. 21 God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

NIV

An illugtration:

Sinnersareout of alignment with God. God’srighteousnessisthe straight path to which
wearecalled. We need to be straightened out the way wrinkled clothes need to beironed.
We choose a wrinkled garment, put it on a straight ironing board, and apply a hot iron to
make them conform to the straightness of the ironing board. God chooses sinners, draws
them near (against the plumb line), and applies his power and purity to us so we become
conformed to the character of God.

(c) Why would it be important that we arereconciled to God instead of God being
reconciled to us?

Our gnful natureisnot wooed by God, it is defeated by God through Christ whoisin
believersto dwell and rule.

5. Read Colossians 1:23 along with Romans 1:16-17, and look back to Colossians 1:13-14
that we studied last week. Would it makes sense to say that Paul heretelsusthat a
believer isin jeopardy of losing the salvation they received in Christ?

| say, “No.” Paul isnot saying that believers spend their timein thisworld on the brink of
spiritual disaster, in daily danger of being regected by God who saved them in the first



place. 1 will not attempt hereto present a full biblical defense of this answer to the
guestion, for centuries of disagreement will certainly not surrender to a few paragraphs
from my pen. Thecritical counsd (in my opinion) issmply this: patience!l Let God’sown
word administered to us by his spirit disclose hismind to usover the course of our livesas
we are committed to listen.

. Read Colossians 1:23 again. What practices help you today, or would help you if you did
them, to * continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the
gospel [that the Word declares]?”

The purpose of this question isto bring saints alongside one another in the fellowship of
faith. What one has found helpful may bethe very thing a brother or sister has been
seeking. God uses usthisway and makes us see hiswisdom in commanding us not to
forsake the assembling of ourselvestogether for the mutual comfort and encour agement
weneed. TheLord worksin hisown body by this blessed kindnessto us.



